UNION CHURCH OF POCANTICO HILLS
JANUARY 10, 2021
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
VIRTUAL WORSHIP AT 9:00 A.M.

Baptism of the Beloved
© Jan Richardson

Words spoken or sung by the congregation are noted in bold type.
PRELUDE FOR ORGAN
Aria

Richard Coffey, Organist
Camille Van Hulse (1897-1988)

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, God created the world, and God blessed it:
“It is good.”
In the beginning, God created light, and God blessed it:
“It is good.”
In the beginning, God created life, and God blessed it:
“It is good.”
Since the beginning, God has not stopped creating,
calling us closer to all that is good.
Let us worship God!
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HYMN

2

CALL TO CONFESSION
Nothing can be hidden from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth,
whose wisdom is endless, whose mercy is great.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God our Creator, we confess
that we are broken, sinful creatures.
You made us in your own image,
but we tarnish your good name.
You call us your beloved children,
but we take your favor for granted.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Pour out your mercy upon us
so that we may live in a way
that is pleasing to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Those who trust in God will renew their strength.
They will run and not be weary,
they will walk and not grow faint.
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
“Laud and Honor to the Father”

Regent Square

Laud and honor to the Father,
Laud and honor to the Son,
Laud and honor to the Spirit,
Ever three and ever one;
One in might and one in glory
While unending ages run.
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Saving God, source of our calling,
your Word is full of power and glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
so that we may receive your grace
and live as your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Genesis 1:1-5

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters.
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Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
SECOND LESSON

Mark 1:4-11
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
ARIA FROM GLORIA
“Domine Deus, Rex Coelistis”

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)

Marianne Martin-Pagello, soprano

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father almighty.
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THIRD LESSON

Acts 19:1-7

1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe
in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7altogether there were about twelve of them.
SERMON

“As It Was in the Beginning”

Dr. DeGarmo

HYMN
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
There is only one Lord and God,
from whom all things come
and for whom we live.
Let us offer our gifts and our lives to the Lord.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Almighty God,
receive these gifts that we offer with grateful hearts
and use our lives for the ministry of your Son, Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.
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CHARGE AND BLESSING
POSTLUDE FOR ORGAN
Chorale-Prelude on Grosser Gott
“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”

Max Reger (1873-1916)


NOTES ON THE OFFERING
To give online, you can visit the giving page on our website to make a one time or recurring gift. If you
prefer to give by check, you can send it to 555 Bedford Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591. We thank you for
joining us today and offering your voice, prayers and presence to our gathering.
VOCAL LEADERS
Vocal leadership is by Ruth Tedder DiLorenzo and Marianne Martin-Pagello.
THIS WEEK
Tuesday, January 12
8:30 a.m.

Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom – Zoom meeting ID: 826 7815 2198

Wednesday, January 13
7:00 p.m.

Virtual Bible Study via Zoom – Zoom meeting ID: 833 7999 7803

Sunday, January 17
9:00 a.m.

Virtual Worship – Zoom meeting ID: 816 5137 0962 Passcode: 590616

8

