UNION CHURCH OF POCANTICO HILLS
JANUARY 24, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
VIRTUAL WORSHIP AT 9:00 A.M.

Casting
© Jan Richardson

Words spoken or sung by the congregation are noted in bold type.
PRELUDE FOR ORGAN
Chorale-Prelude on St. Peter
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”

Richard Coffey, Organist
Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather around the words of Christ:
“Come, and follow me.”
We gather around the voice of the Spirit:
“Come, and follow me.”
Let us worship God together
and follow Christ into the world.
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HYMN
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CALL TO CONFESSION
Nothing can be hidden from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth,
whose wisdom is endless, whose mercy is great.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Holy God,
you called the disciples to drop their nets and follow you,
yet we are hesitant to drop the tools and comforts of our lives.
We distract ourselves from your call
with busyness, stress, and worry.
We tangle ourselves in webs of racism, sexism,
and hatred that disguises itself as fear.
Forgive us, O Lord, and by your forgiveness,
open our ears to hear your voice saying to us,
“Follow me.”
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Those who trust in God will renew their strength.
They will run and not be weary,
they will walk and not grow faint.
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
“Laud and Honor to the Father”

Regent Square

Laud and honor to the Father,
Laud and honor to the Son,
Laud and honor to the Spirit,
Ever three and ever one;
One in might and one in glory
While unending ages run.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Saving God, source of our calling,
your Word is full of power and glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
so that we may receive your grace
and live as your beloved children;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Jonah 3:1–5, 10

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
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And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and
small, put on sackcloth…10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did
not do it.
SOLO
“Jesus Calls Us”

Words (1852): Cecil Frances Alexander
Setting: David Hurd (b. 1950)
Adam Goldstein, tenor
Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult
Of our life’s wild, restless sea,
Day by day his clear voice soundeth,
Saying, “Christian, follow me,”
As, of old, Saint Andrew heard it
By the Galilean lake,
Turned from home and toil and kindred,
Leaving all for his dear sake.
Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world’s golden store;
From each idol that would keep us,
Saying, “Christian, love me more.”
In our joys and in our sorrows,
Days of toil and hours of ease,
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”
Jesus calls us! By thy mercies,
Savior, make us hear thy call,
Give our hearts to thine obedience,
Serve and love thee best of all.

SECOND LESSON

Mark 1:14-20
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Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I
will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat
mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men, and followed him.
SERMON

“Worthy of Their Lives”

Dr. DeGarmo

HYMN
The four stanzas sung in English.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
There is only one Lord and God,
from whom all things come
and for whom we live.
Let us offer our gifts and our lives to the Lord.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Almighty God, receive these gifts that we offer with grateful hearts
and use our lives for the ministry of your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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CHARGE AND BLESSING
POSTLUDE FOR ORGAN
Chorale-Prelude on Jesu, meine Freude
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)


NOTES ON THE OFFERING
To give online, you can visit the giving page on our website to make a one time or recurring gift. If you
prefer to give by check, you can send it to 555 Bedford Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591. We thank you for
joining us today and offering your voice, prayers and presence to our gathering.
VOCAL LEADERS
Vocal leadership is by Ruth Tedder DiLorenzo, Adam Goldstein and Jonathan Mildner.
THIS WEEK
Tuesday, January 26
8:30 a.m.

Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom – Zoom meeting ID: 826 7815 2198

Wednesday, January 27
7:00 p.m.

Virtual Bible Study via Zoom – Zoom meeting ID: 833 7999 7803

Sunday, January 31
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Virtual Worship – Zoom meeting ID: 816 5137 0962 Passcode: 590616
Annual Congregational Meeting – Zoom meeting ID: 816 5137 0962
Passcode: 590616
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